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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats, 

In a few days we will hold our annual election. 
This process allows us all to have some influ-
ence on the operation of the club. Once again 
we are fortunate to have members willing to 
step up, throw their names in the hat, and be 
willing to serve. It is our hope that all mem-
bers will take part in the process and show 
your support for all the candidates. The slate 
this year is very strong as they all have a his-
tory of service to the club. We can expect great 
things out of the next board regardless of who 
is elected as all are fully capable of contribut-
ing and have a passion for the success of our 
club. 

Thanks to those board members who are end-
ing their terms in office. Keith Zawila has been 
our secretary for two terms and has done a 
tremendous job. Windy Krepel and Lynn 
Adams have completed their two year director 
terms and made great contributions to the 
club. All you have to do is look at the quality 
year we are completing to see the efforts of 
these three and the remainder of the board. 
Keith, Windy, and Lynn are examples of the 
good things in our club and we all look for-
ward to their continued involvement and sup-
port. 

July 27th, 2008 has been confirmed as the date 
for next years "Ride for Dreams" charity event. 
Hopefully all of you will mark your calendars 
and do your best to be a part of the event that 
day. Our partnership with the Volo Auto 
Museum continues to grow. In January efforts 
to get the Event Committee established will 
begin. Please consider being a part of this 
worthwhile cause. 

Please Come Back!!!! 
By Traveler 

The end of the riding season dosen't mark the end of 
our concern with the welfare and safety of our mem-
bers. Your Safety Committee wants each and every 
member (who paid their dues) to return in good 
health for the 2008 ridng season. 

This time of year presents many opportunities to cel-
ebrate and imbibe. Be consious of the risks of alco-
hol abuse during the holidays and remember out 
Club's position on riding or driving, under the influ-
ence of alcohol. 

While the consumption of alcohol, and some drugs, 
may be legal, riding or driving while impaired is not. 
Please recognize the dangers inherent to operating 
any vehicle while impaired by alcohol, drugs, or 
fatigue. 

Join us in exercising caution and good judgement 
this holiday season regardless of where you might be 
riding or driving and please, come back to us in good 
health. 

Happy Holidays and best wishes from your Top Cats 
Safety Committee and, thanx for your contribution - 
to a safe and enjoyable 2007!!  

"Top Cats — Illinois recognizes the freedom of choice 
regarding the legal use of alcohol and drugs however, 
the safety of every rider prevails over our recognition 
that alcohol, and some drugs, are legal. We simply 
discourage riding while impaired. If a rider appears 
to be abusing alcohol or drugs, or appears to be 
impaired, as determined by their fellow riders, they 
can expect to be confronted and provided with what-
ever assistance is required to preserve their safety 
and the safety of those around them. Our concern is 
for the welfare and safety of every one of our mem-
bers, all the time, on every ride." 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-668-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 monger1@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 312-498-1354 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES 
Date Event 

December 2007 
Time Leader Start Location 

Dec 02 TransSiberian Concert Allstate Arena, Rosemont 7:3opm A. Konsewicz 
Dec 04 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:30 pm G. Brandt 
Dec 11 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:3opm G. Brandt 

January 2008 - March 2008 

Jan o8 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Jan 15 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Feb 05 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Feb o8 Motorcycle Show-3 days Rosemont Convention Ctr,Rosemont TBD TBB 
Feb 12 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Mar 04 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Mar 11 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:3opm G. Brandt 

Date Event 

2008 Rides you can book rooms for now 

Number Hotel 	 # Nights 

Fri, 	June 20 Little Sturgis Radisson-Davenport 2 563-322-2200 
Wed, July 30 Route to Sturgis Holiday Inn-Makato MN 1 507-345-1234 
Thur, July 31 Route to Sturgis Kelly Inn-Pierre SD 1 605 224-4140 
Frid, Aug 01 Sturgis Alex Johnson multiple 1-800-888-ALEX 

Remember to mention that you are with the Top Cats 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
November 6, 2007 

By Keith Zawila 

President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 
7:32 pm at The Club House. 

We welcomed the following guests: Tom Teschner 
(guest of Bill Ryan), Brian and Colleen Massheimer 
(guests of Mike Bradbury), and Stu Johnson (guest of 
Tom Malia). 

Bob Carmody (Membership): Bob introduced our 
newest member, Lenny Innocenzi, and presented him 
with his flag, patch, and pin. 

Chuck Prettyman (Past President): Chuck updated us 
on our upcoming election. With regards to absentee 
ballots, the following procedure has been adopted: 
anyone wishing to use the absentee ballot can com-
plete it, insert it into a blank envelope and seal it. 
Insert that envelope into one having a return address, 
and mail it. Upon receiving the ballot, the member 
will be recorded as having voted, and their blank enve-
lope containing the actual ballot will be set aside to be 
opened and included with the votes taken on election 
night. This method preserves the anonymity of the 
ballot, yet ensures a member only gets to vote once. 

Sandy Vernon introduced the candidates to us: 
President: 	Gary Brandt 
Vice-Pres: 	John Lunde, Bob Carmody 
Secretary: 	Mike Bradbury 
Treasurer: 	Tom Malia 
Director: 	Ric Case, Wayne Kirkpatrick, 

Terry Kumro, John LaMonica, 
Tom Nichols, Eileen Perry, 
Brian Rainey, Greg Smith 

Sandy commented on the candidates' good qualifica-
tions, passion for riding and being a Top Cat, their 
sense of commitment, fairness, and ethics, and their 
ability to run this club. The candidates were then 
given 2 minutes to make some comments and answer 
a question posed by the club (What TopCat rides did 
you participate in this past year?). 

Greg Smith (Director): Updated us on activities. 
We're beginning to make plans for the 2008 riding 
season. Any ideas or rides you might have in mind are 
welcome, as well as ideas for any winter events. 

John Lunde thanked all of the Top Cats for their par-
ticipation and support of the Rolling Thunder Ride. 
Even though the weather was inclement, about 75 
bikes and 10 - 12 cars participated. The strong partic-
ipation of the Top Cats was noted and welcomed. 
Greg mentioned work is beginning on the 2008 
Charity Ride. The date will be July 27th at the Volo 
Auto Museum. Some volunteers are in place, but we 
are seeking an individual to serve as the Chairperson 
for the event. If interested in doing this, working on 
the Committee, or if you have any ideas for the event, 
please contact Greg. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary): Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety 
Chair) commented on the following items: 

Local clubs do notice who shows up to support 
their events. 

When in doubt about anything, slow-down. 
Be careful if you want to ride during the winter 
months, but remember there are 2 rules for riding in 
snow, cold, and ice (no one remembers the rules!). 
Wayne introduced Sandy Vernon who offered the fol-
lowing riding tip: if you're going to carry a passenger, 
always consider their safety. Tell them what you expect 
from them on the ride, what to do, and what not to 
do. Make sure they wear appropriate gear for the ride. 
Let them know how the bike leans in turns and what 
you want them to do while they are on the bike. And 
if they are uncomfortable to begin with, maybe riding 
isn't a good idea. Just remember their safety begins 
with you. Wayne took a couple of moments to thank 
Road Captain Chair Don Schaffer and GRASS Chair 
Ric Case for their work this year, and thanked all of 
the Road Captains for putting on safe and organized 
rides this year. 

Gary.  (Comments from the floor): Toys-For-Tots ride 
is scheduled for December 2nd. Sandy Vernon men-
tioned the NISRA luncheon on November 17. If 
interested in going to this worthwhile event, please 
contact Sandy. Dennis Dougherty requested anyone 
having pictures of rides please forward them to him for 
our archives. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick mentioned the Veteran's Day open 
house at Woodstock Harley Davidson on November 
11. 

Our 50/50 raffle winner was Jenni Ofi. 



WILD WEST TRIP 
By Tom Malia 

I recently returned from an 11 state, 16 day, 4,600-mile odyssey. 
I rode west through Winterset, IA, i.e., the bridges of Madison 
County (Note: don't bother), to Denver, Mt. Evans, to 
Steamboat Springs, to Aspen and the Maroon Bell Mountains, 
over Independence Pass to Salida, met up with some friends and 
rode west to Ouray, down the "Million Highway" to Durango, 
past the Four Corners, through Monument Valley to the Grand 
Canyon, Sedona and Santa Fe, from where I headed northeast 
through Taos and eventually back to Barrington. The following 
are a few thoughts on this trip: 

Most Challenging Road, But Fun: Colorado Highway 550-the 
Million Dollar Highway- between Ouray and Silverton. The 
scenery is spectacular and the switchbacks are numerous. 
However the road is in good condition, well marked and ade-
quately wide so the absence of guardrails is not that intimidating. 

Most Challenging Road and Scary: The road to Mt. Evans, 
southwest of Denver, at 14, 240 ft., is allegedly the highest paved 
road in the world. To get to the summit, you must deal with a 
very narrow road with serious frost heaves, no guardrails, switch-
backs that are so tight that first gear is too fast so you must be 
slipping the clutch while going through the turns yet ensure you 
are maintaining adequate momentum despite going up a steep 
grade. The road will likely be at least wet with perhaps a little 
snow and/or ice. As you are going up you are hoping-make that 
praying--that any on-coming traffic, of which there was plenty, is 
judiciously keeping in its appropriate lane. Plus the summit is 
way above the tree line, so once you get there, it is not all that 
scenic. And if all this was not bad enough, when I reached the 
summit a Park Ranger immediately told me the danger of light-
ning was so severe that I must either leave immediately or wait 
out the danger in the men's room. ,  My advice---Don't even con-
sider it unless the weather up top Is dry and clear and then only 
if you are in need of some type of masochistic challenge. 

Grandest Site: There were many such sites, but the grandest had 
to be the Grand Canyon. Neither words nor a camera can ade-
quately capture its grandeur. Plus the coloring and shadows look 
very different as the sun moves across the horizon or you observe 
the canyon from different locations. 

Good Advice: A sticker on a motorcycle that said: "Warning: 
Lower Feet Before Stopping". 

Road With the Most Stunning Scenery: There were many to 
pick from, but my vote would be highway 89A going through 
Oak Creek Canyon north of Sedona. The red rocks punctuated 
with green evergreens were simply stunning. 

Most Confusing: What time it was in various parts of Arizona. 
The state is in the Mountain Time zone, EXCEPT they do not 
observe daylight savings time (thus at this time of the year, they 
are effectively on Pacific time). HOWEVER for those parts of 
the state that are on an Indian reservation (and it seem like this 
is at least half of the state), the Indian tribe gets to decide what 
time they will observe. Note: Cell phone time is typically not 
accurate nor is GPS time. 

Most Disappointing Site: Despite low expectations, I would 
give the Four-Corners Monument this prize. However after fur-
ther thought---it perhaps would have been even more disap-
pointing if some government entity had made an even bigger 
deal, i.e., spent even more dollars, commemorating this site 
which is simply the point at which four states happen to meet. 

Oddest Event: Two guys arrived at the Four-Corners Monument 
with a horse in their trailer. They promptly took the horse out 

and walked it up the ramp that was obviously intended for wheel-
chairs. Presumably their objective was to take a picture of their 
horse with each leg in a different state. 
Most Intriguing Site- As your drive across New Mexico on 
Highway 60, it seems like you are in the middle of nowhere. 
Then you start to notice a few huge skyward pointing antennas 
in the distance and eventually you see more of them spread across 
the countryside. There are 27 such antennas that make up the 
Very Large Array (VLA) Radio Telescope Observatory-one of the 
world's premier astronomical radio observatories. I characterize 
this site as intriguing in that it is hard to even relate to what radio 
telescopes do. The site was featured in Jodie Foster's Academy 
Award winning movie, "Contact". Each antenna, weighing 230 
tons with an 82-foot diameter, is mounted on one of three rail-
road tracks, each 13 miles long that radiate in a Y-shaped config-
uration from a common center. The radio telescopes are re-con-
figured, every four months or so, in several different ways to com-
bine their data into one uniform picture. The data from each 
antenna is combined electronically to give the resolution of an 
antenna 22 miles across, with the sensitivity of a dish 422 feet in 
diameter. The VLA is used primarily by astronomers from 
around the world. It is also occasionally used for 
atmospheric/weather studies, satellite tracking, and other miscel-
laneous science. My advice- it is worth a visit if it is on your way 
to somewhere else. 

Saddest Site: The town of Greensburg, KS was near totally 
destroyed by an F5 tornado on May 4, 2007. The twelfth victim 
just died of injuries from this storm. As I approached the town 
over 4 months later, the first thing you notice is the Mash-style 
medical tents on the edge of town with the sign "Kiowa County 
Memorial Hospital"; next you notice the trees...now reduced to 
thick, short trunks with only a few green leaves on their tops. 
Eventually you notice the still remaining large piles of destroyed 
building materials and what looks almost like plowed fields in the 
heart of town, where they had dug out what remained of the 
foundations of the destroyed buildings. The post office and 
banks were operating out of house trailers; two gas stations had 
been re-built. But it was a beehive of activity as the town's sur-
vivors are committed to rebuilding their community. 
Most Poignant Site: A Vietnam Veterans Memorial located in 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains near Angel Fire, NM. A local 
doctor started building this memorial 5-days after his son David 
Westphall, a Marine infantry officer, was killed in Vietnam in 
1968, along with 12 other members of his Company. The 
Memorial is a white, sail-shaped building built into the moun-
tainside. The setting and building are beautiful; but more impor-
tantly, the displays inside are very well done, well maintained and 
a very poignant reminder of all the men that sadly never returned 
from this war. In 2005 it became the nations first Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial state park. 

Most Interesting Couple: We met Mike and Lydia from Dallas 
at the Durango Harley dealer (See the comment below on leak-
ing fluids). They were in their 60's and were on the 41st day of 
a 44 day, 8,000 mile trip. This was the 15th year they had taken 
such a 30+-day motorcycle trip together. You could tell by their 
jewelry, comments and demeanor that this was not a rough-and-
ready biker couple. She was laughing about her "snooty" friends 
back home who didn't like to get dirty or ever sweat and reveled 
in how much she would enjoying seeing the expression on their 
faces as she told them about how, after getting caught in a rain 
storm, she had to try to dry her hair in the hand-dryer at a truck-
stop restroom. 

Another Interesting Couple: At the Grand Canyon, we met a 
couple riding two-up on a Harley. We asked them where they 
were from and they responded, in the best English they could 
muster, that they were from Germany. They had rented this bike 
and were riding around the US West. Two years earlier they had 
rented a bike to tour the San Francisco bay area (riding two-up 



on a motorcycle through the hills of San Francisco is not real 
appealing to me, but they professed to have had a great time). 
They were enjoying this trip very much and when asked how 
their bike was running, the girl-who spoke the best Enlish-got a 
huge smile on her face and responded "Vroom, Vroom , i.e., she 
loved the sound of the Harley. Note: They have much more 
severe noise restrictions on motorcycles in Germany-so this was 
the sound of an American Harley! 

Funny Incident: When one is riding alone across the middle of 
nowhere, you come up with all kinds of things to think about. 
My second day out-while riding across Kansas- I noticed that the 
road I was on was particularly remote. I had let the GPS set the 
route in many cases, so I was simply following whatever road it 
suggested. But this road was not only a long way from any town; 
there were not even any farmhouses around. So I started giving 
some thought as to what I would have to do if -god forbid-I had 
bike trouble. Further, I began listening even more intently for 
any unusual sounds coming from my bike. I soon started hear-
ing what sounded like a grinding noise. The faster I went, the 
louder the sound got. I was convinced it had to be a wheel bear-
ing or something serious. Still everything was running great and 
with all the wind and road noise it was hard to really zero in on 
this particular noise. So I decided to simply keep going until I 
got to the next town. There I pulled over and shut off my bike; 
but fortunately, I happened to leave the ignition on. As I was 
looking over my bike expecting the worst, I heard this static noise 
and soon realized the source of my problem. While I was on the 
road, I was fumbling with my cruise control button and had 
inadvertently turned the radio on. It was not receiving any sta-
tion, so all I was hearing was static. The audio volume automat-
ically adjusts based on how fast you are going---so the grinding 
noise I heard was simply very loud static from the radio. I had a 
good laugh and took off, thankful I would have to find some-
thing else to worry about. 

Free AdVice: 

Kansas motels - I guess I should not have been surprised, 
but...when you pay $47/night for a motel room in the middle of 
Kansas, you get what you pay for. 

Gas gauge - When traveling out West, it is not a good idea to wait 
until your "low- fuel-light" goes on to start thinking about re-
fueling. The stations are often very far apart, some are closed or 
out of high-octane gas ...and you also have the risk of a lengthy 
detour. It is prudent to be looking to re-fuel after about 125 
miles. 

Leaking fluids- Don't write this off as a normal Harley Davidson 
occurrence---bikes, even Harleys, are not supposed to be leaking 
fluids of any type. Were they to do so, is an indication of a prob-
lem that will likely only get worse and thus should be looked 
into. 

Global Positioning Systems - I am becoming a bigger fan of these 
devices every day. They are admittedly complicated, hard to 
learn to use their total capability, sometimes very confusing and 
frustratingly wrong...but a great traveling companion, particu-
larly if you are running alone. At any point, it can readily answer 
questions like: 

"am I on the right road? 
"where is my next turn? 
"how many more miles to my destination? 

"what time should I arrive? Note: you must tell the unit what 
time convention you will use, so the time it gives is only accurate 
locally if you know the right convention. See comment re: 
Arizona time. 

"where is the closest gas station/restaurant/hotel? 
"what if I take a different route? 

Plus it is fun to design a route on your home computer, no mat-
ter how complicated, i.e., how many turns, and have the GPS 
readily take you through the route out on the road. 

Things That Work For Me: 

Ear plugs: If I will be running all day, I wear earplugs so my ears 
are not ringing at the end of the day. I have a fully molded pair, 
which I found too quieting and too hard to readily get in and 
out. So I wear a molded unit in one ear and a soft push-in type 
in the other ear so that I can readily take it out if I am trying to 
communicate with someone. 

Packing list: I develop a typed packing list for each trip depend-
ing on which bike I will use and how long I will be gone. From 
prior lists, I readily know how much stuff I have the space to 
accommodate and which items I did or did not use on prior trips. 
Then I sort the list to reflect in which of the 12 different pock-
ets/side cases etc. that I have on my Road Glide and T-Bag com-
bination a particular item is stored. So if I cannot remember 
where I put something, I can readily check the list to know where 
to look for some little used item. Makes preparing for the next 
trip much' easier and reduces the risk of not packing something 
that has proved useful in the past. 

Lessons Learned/Re-Learned: at slow speeds, NEVER turn your 
handlebars and hit the front brakes at the same time. Never ceas-
es to amaze me how much side torsion, i.e., tip- over-force, this 
exerts on your bike. 

Why Is It That? - No matter how many speeds your bike has-
mine has 6-it seems like you never have the right gear to go up a 
mountain. One gear is too low to go at the speed you want at a 
decent RPM; but, the next gear is too high to make it though the 
turns without lugging...as a result you are constantly shifting. 

- — 

Why Doesn't Someone Invent?---a luggage system for non-bag-
gers that consists of a harness that is attached to your motorcycle 
for a trip and then your luggage, with one fastener, is firmly 
attached to this harness. This would make loading and unload-
ing your bike each day a one-step maneuver and you wouldn't 
have to be worrying each day whether you got the various straps 
on your T-bag appropriately fastened that day. 

Conclusion - Is there anything more fun than riding a smooth-
running Harley across the heartland of America? 



It's Under Warranty, Right? 
By Traveler 

The answer to that question can generate as much apprehension as 
asking "Do you have anything I can catch?", the morning after. 
Know before you go. Few things are as important as motorcycle 
insurance policies and warranties, neither of which are typically 
read before hand. If new, your bike's warrantee is usually in the 
owner's manual. If it's a used bike, you may have to determine if 
the warrantee still exists and if it is transferable. It is a good 
investment of your time to ask your dealer to explain your war-
rantee coverage. That way you know what your dealer's interpre-
tation of the warrantee is long before you end up arguing over cov-
erage. 

Knowing the time and mileage limits of your , warrantee will also 
motivate you to get work performed that is covered, before your 
warrantee expires. Typically, if a problem is reported before the 
warrantee expires, and work commences to fix the problem with-
in the warrantee time limit, the warrantee will cover the final fix 
even if it runs over mileage or time. It's heartbreaking, and expen-
sive, to learn that the problem you have today, would have been 
covered under warrantee if it would have been reported last week 
before your warrantee expired. Don't let your scooter set in stor-
age all winter with the warrantee expiring while you have dealer 
work that needs to be performed. 

Determine what can void your warrantee and avoid those things. 
It may be the installation of high performance, after market equip-
ment, failure to follow service intervals, use of improper lubri-
cants, performing your own scheduled maintenance, etc. Be sure 
to check on dealer - installed accessories to make sure they don't 
violate your warrantee even though installed by your dealer. 
Some factory and dealer - installed OEM high - performance 
accessories clearly state on the packaging that, installation of this 
equipment voids specified and implied warranties. 

Some warranties are transferable. If you are selling a bike with a 
warrantee, see if it is transferable as a selling feature. If you are 
buying a used bike, do the same thing and, if it is transferable, 
make sure you have it transferred! Also, be very careful that the 
warrantee on the used bike hasn't been voided by the previous 
owner. It's always smart to check with a local dealer. 

If you don't follow the warrantee requirements...don't plan on 
talking your dealer into doing warrantee work anyway. You'll find 
that as futile as rearranging the deck chairs on the Titanic. 

By the way, are you riding tonight or tomorrow? You're not? You 
ought to go read your warrantee then! 

MEETING LOCATION UPDATE 
The location that we use for our monthly general meeting is a topic that 

if often discussed. As you may remember we were forced to fire Durty 

Nellies earlier this year due to their continuing conflicts with our meet-

ing nights. Complaints on the quality of service were also quite numer-

ous. 
We were fortunate to find our current location to move to with such lit-

tle notice. A few months after we moved, Jim Heniff was tasked with 

gathering all of your suggestions for possible alternative locations. Many 

of you have given ideas to him, and we thank you for that. So far none 

of them have worked out for one reason or another. Jim has spent a con-

siderable amount of time on this project and has taken all suggestions 

seriously. He has provided me with continuous updates. 

Our current location has worked hard this year to accommodate us. For 

the most part they have done a good job. The room right now fits our 

size, but there is not much room to grow. We will be talking to them 

about several issues and making decisions on 2008 soon. We have to do 

that in order to reserve the 2008 dates. 

There are some important points we all must understand: 

1. Most of the locations suggested required a room fee. Some were as 

high as $150. Several also added on server fees. It has been our policy to 

date not to pay such charges. Room fees are becoming much more the 

norm these days. This may be a reality that we have to face in the future. 

2. Contrary to some of our beliefs, we are not always that lucrative to 

these places. This is not unique to the Top Cats. Large groups are unpre-

dictable and there are many variables that affect sales. It can be pointed 

out that service and food quality directly relates to us wanting to order, 

but it's a reality that they are in business to make money. 

3. Most places recommend that to insure quicker service with large 

groups that a limited menu is needed. This has not been a very popular 

approach. Those who came closer to the start of the meeting have seen 

delays getting orders in and getting served. 

4. There are many ways to look at the geographic needs of our club. 

The center of our membership is a point between Rt22 and Rt12 and 

Quentin and Rt12. Our goal is try and stay within a five mile radius of 

this point. Dully Nellies was 6 miles and our current location is 5.2. The 

Docks in Wauconda (were we used to meet prior to Durty Nellies) is 7 

miles. Of course when faced with few alternatives you never know if this 
is feasible. It also helps if the location is close to major highways. Our 

current location is less then 2 miles from Rt53. 

5. Several of the suggested locations have menus with much higher 

prices and less casual food. 

6. The number of restaurants that even have old fashioned meeting 

rooms is dwindling. If they have invested in banquet rooms the charges 

are very high. 

So keep those suggestions coming. We want to do our best to provide a 

meeting location that meets our goals and provides a reliable, comfort-

able place to meet. There are no ulterior motives at play here. We just 

want a nice place to meet, that we can trust and enjoy. 

Gary 



Kaution Korner 
By Chuck Prettyman 

SAFETY...You're not only responsible 
for 

YOURSELF! 

REALLY? A couple things come to mind. If we ride 
safe, our passenger is safer; those following are safer, 
and the riders and drivers around us benefit. 

That said, how do we become safer in our riding 
experience. The simple answer is to be more aware 
of our actions, surroundings and options. A good 
start is the Motorcycle Safety course provided by 
your Illinois tax dollars. If you are proficient in all 
that course has to offer, try the Experienced Riders 
Course. You may also suggest that your passengers 
and other aspiring riders take the courses offered. 

GRASS...its your club, your class, your source to 
becoming a more aware rider, and/or passenger. 
Take the class every year. Make an effort to get 
involved and teach the class. Ride the Tailgunner 
spot, as Don Schaffer wrote about, and you can see, 
first hand, that GRASS has made safe group riding a 
Top Cats trademark. 

On the Road, your safety is impacted by what other 
drivers do, and see. How they act or react in situa-
tions often depends on how you are perceived. 
Many accidents between cars, trucks and motorcy-
cles occur because the driver does not visualize the 
motorcycle in his or her mind, even if the motorcy-
cle is in the line of site. They don't know we are 
there! Left turns in front of a motorcycle is all too 
often the cause of accidents. 

Become more visible. How you ride, what you wear, 
where you are on the pavement, and what you do all 
contribute to your safety, visibility, and the drivers 
perception of what you are. We mostly wear black. 
Leather jackets, chaps, boots, and headgears are 
black because the demand is for black. It's that sim-
ple. However, your raingear doesn't have to be all 
black. Neither does your helmet for the few time 
some wear them. People notice white helmets; 

maybe that's because the assumption is the helmet is 
on a policeman. 

Try a white shirt occasionally. In the summer heat:,' it 
is a lot cooler than black and more visible. Reflective 
stripes make a difference when riding at night; theN . 

 can also be added to a helmet. 

Move around in your lane. When riding alone, make 
drivers notice you are there. Lane position changes 
can attract drivers focus to you. Make eye contact, as 
best you can, with drivers in turning lanes at stop-
lights or intersections. Your turn signals work great 
but by adding hand signals every time you actuate 
your turn signal your visibility and intentions are 
improved. In addition, do it the way GRASS demon 7 

 strates, with emphasis. 

Can you see the side view mirrors of the truck, car 
and trailer, bus or even the car in front of you? If not, 
you are too close (as a driver that really pisses me off) 
and the driver can not see you. The blind spots for 
the driver are five o'clock and seven o'clock. Put 
yourself in position to be seen by the driver of the 
vehicle in front of you. 

The weather is changing. Drivers may notice you 
more because they will take a moment to comment 
on the nut case riding in 30 degree temperature. 
That's OK. However, the odds are drivers will be less 
conscious of motorcycles than in the summer riding 
season. Windows are closed, so loud pipes are neu-
tralized. Be more vigilant off-season. 

Wisdom from the Ole' Saddle Sage 
As told to Chuck Prettyman 

"You start the game of life with a full pot o' luck and 
an empty pot o' experience... The object is to fill the 
pot of experience before you empty the pot of luck. 
If you wait, all that happens is that you get older." 
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